
The same to you. .. and many of em! 

Three -flavored fun $ from Mars' sunlit 

kitchens— the best-liked chocolate-covered 

candy bar in all the world . . . Milky Way, 

1. Rich milk chocolate 
J 2. Golden caramel 
3. Creamy chocolate 

malted milk nowd 




/-TOMTD SEE PLENTY 
/ INSifiN SiSNS... ^E.HO 

sagdv/ BUMOff op 

\ 31S WAR PARTY 

. MUST BE TCUE.' 



WE'LL SEE IF THE5E VARIOUS 
ES4NDS OF CHEYENNE WHOSE 
TRAILS WE% CROSSED CON- 
VERGE TOWARD FORT ADAMS/ 
IF THEY DO- WE MAi STILL BE 
ABLE TO ALERT THE FORT IN 
mi— COME ON.SlLVEBf 




LIEUTENANT VERNON, FORT 
LARAMIE 15 WELL BEHIND US 
NOW.' WE'LL NOT SEE CIVILI- 
ZATION TILL WE REACH OUR. 

DESTINATION — FORT A0W5.' 



. : KNOWfoU'RE 

SONS TO 6UIDE US SV 

> TWE SAFEST ROUTE, BUT 
1 I SURE HOPE WE RUN 
INTO SOfABJAfffAWS' 



WHY ASK" > THIS IS MY FlBST 
FOR TROUBLE? /TRIP INTO INPlAN TER- 
RITORY, I'D LIKE TO GET 
MYSELF A FEW NOTCHES 
- " THIS NEW SUN OF 
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> TWENTY-FOUR VOL*? S. ~V~ PORT MOL0S OFF ATTACK AFTER ATTACK. 




TONTOy FOUR INDIAN CHIEFS AQE TdLK'NG/ 
THEY AWE CMEVENNE AND OGLALAS AND 
■ FIERCE EAGLE IS ONS OP THBW / HE is THE 
MOST IMRDRTdNT CHIEF OF ALL .THAT WEANS 
THIS IS (MORE THAN A M£f?E cAlPlNG PAf?TY..' 
WE MUST LEARN WHAT 
THEy ARE UP TO/ 



Slowly, tontd inches mis way towarp 
ttfs council of chiefs, a<5 suddenly... 




f TCNTO, WE WAVE ONLY ONE CHANCE— 
V THSM ANP K££P FfflA/S '." 
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TWESE LARAMIE 
Ti3A\L PC 
■ ■■. .■ ■ 



I ir-hi, TONTO-' VOU 
■ .., 
"i BY PORT ADAMS 
WECE CUT- 




peer avmb is unp&s 

ATTACK— THE Ch'pVENNfc 

ars waiting in ambush 
for soa1e wascns on 
the otwer side qftwe 





THE SNAKES/ TUE Y 
FILTHY SNAKES/— 11 
SERGEANT, DEPLOY /* 
. YOUI? /MEN / -&j= 


LIEUTENANT, WHAT 4CE 1 
lOU SOIN' TO DC* / 


I'M 60INGTD 

6IVE THOSE REP- 


■-^"^■^ 


L£AD THEY'LL 
•NOT FOPSET/ / 
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WAIT/ LIEUTENANT/ 

THEY'KE JUST 

TRViN'TO MAKE 

SOU LEAVE +HE 
COVER OF THE WAGONS 
HERE AND HEAD INTO 
AN AMBUSH/-- STAY j 




TQNTO, TRV TO CRAWL 
OUT ON THAT LEPSE7 
LIGHT .THE PUSES AW 
TMUCW THE SACKS 
BE7W££N THE 
CHIEFS 4NP TWElC 
BPWE6/ ItL CIRCLE 
AB3UNP jflNJP BE EEAPV 
TO COVER THE CHIEFS 
dFTEl? THE EXPLOSION.' 








{ KEMO SABAV ) 
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NO.' DO NOT RQB> EVEN IF 
M3U WERE TO HIT THE PALEFACE, 
K THE INDIAN WOULP SLAV 
'^ftg. PIERCE EAGLE ' 

R 



, NOW TO HOPE THE 

1 M3LNS LIEUTENANT WILL I 

THEEE WAGON WHP\ LISTEN TO ME.' 





^TWUNDeSATiON'AM I PGEAMINS? TME CWEVENNE -IKS 
CUT OF TMErG WAS MINT AW THERE'S FIERCE EidSU" 
AND LIEUTENANT VERNON &WOWM(3 THE 




T LIEUTENANT \ I DON'T PESEGVE THE 
VERNON, YOU'VE I CREPiT, StR / THE MAN WHO 
P6RFDKWEP / SENT VOU THE TELESPAPw 
MAGNIFICENTLY ' / MESSAGE. SLEW UP THE 
! .... . ■ ■.■.-.- 

! | FIERCE EASLE, IS PESPONSt- 

\ BLE FOSTHE PEACE.' 907 
I I'VE LEAGNEP TO LISTEN TO 
\ MORE EXPeSieNCED MEN 
. WM£N I'M IN INpMN 
TERRf! 



I ,■■.:>■ 




! /SET READY, MEN; HERE W BUSHY TMOEE ^ 

_^ y ^ / TWE.YCOWE/AN' TH&y-GE / COW-POKES'LL 1 

^^ RiOIN' JUSTUKE I 5.-MP . ":. J 

- I tttiP 1 TWEV DO- PLUMB ACROSS ; W7 'EM' ^ 

// H -*■ — ^- l«^A^,^. -\ TWE TGA1L A~ Ti-.E E*jP ^,^fc^_^^^H 


W£ ASM" 

'.'OS... 


< M^ ~ J^^r sl< t32w ] j ¥ W mGSflM 
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7%£ A/BXTPAY, AT rfLLC&EST. . 




IT'S PERFECT DOWN TO 
TWE LAST PETAlL— EVEN 
THIS HERE MISSIN' BUTTON/ 
JIM SAYS HE'S SOIN'TO 
BE A PA/NTER! I FIGURE 
HE'LL BE FAMOUS 
SOMEDAY/ 



JIM CM1E HOME TO 
9E A RANCHER? mV 
DON'T you OR ANY- 
ONE ELSE SO PUTTIN' 
FANCY IDEAS INTO 
HIE HEAP/ 




SUT, DAP, VOU J I SENT YOU EAST TC 

DON'T UNPER5TANP// B£ EDUCATED LIKE 
I WON PRIZES FOP SJOUK MOTHER WANTED 
MY ACT WORK SACK 1 BUT BY THUNDER, 
EAST/ I CAN'T j NO SON OF MINE IS 

GIVE IT UP NOW/ /GOIN' TO 0E A MAMBV 
RflMBY ARTIST/ YOU'RE 
SOlN' TO WORK ON 
THE RANCH ' 




AAPON, I THINK IT'S WONPEP- I 0E1N' A ffANCHEP 
FUL THAT JIM CAN MAKE SUCH Jv/AS GOOP BJOUSH 
REAL-TO-LIFE SKETCHES ' IF / FOP WE AN' IT'LL 
HE WANTS TO BE AN APTiST, / BE GOOD E*IOU6H 
HE 5HOULP BE ABLE TQ LIVE / FOB HIM .' I'LL h£AI? 
HIS OWN LIFE ' A NO MOPE ABOUT If/ 




HELLO, TEX .'THOUGHT 
I'D SIDE OVEP AN' SEE 
HOW JIM'S COM-— 

BUT I DON'T 



TO TELL THE 
TRUTH, BOSS, 
HE DOESN'T 
TAKE TO PANCHN 

. TOO WELL / HE'S 
I BEEN OLfr i-:ilNT!N' 



WITH THE OTHEP MEN// POCKY PIDGE.' 




BV TMUNDEP, t SAVE 
you OPDERS, TEX, AND 
I WANT'EM OBEYED,' 
JIM'S SOIN' TO BE A 
RANCHEff—KOT " 
PAINTEP/ 



SOPPY, I D'SOSE>EP 
YOU, BOSS, BUT I SAW 
SOME OF HIS PAINTINGS^ 
—THEY'RE MIGHTY 
60OD, I THINK.' BUT I'LL 
KEEP HIM CLOSE TO MB 
FROM NOW ON ' 




I SAW AN UNUSUAL 
PLACE TO PAINT, DAD, I 

COULDN'T PESIST COINS 
A PICTURE OF IT/— DAP, 
I CEALLY COULP MAKE 
A GOOD ARTIST IF 
VOU'P ONLY LISTEN TD 
SEASON ! 



I'VE HEARP ENOUGH A30LTT ^AINTiN'/lF I 
HEAR ANYMORE ABOUT IT, I'LL SMASH XXiP 
EQUIPMENT IN THE BARN AN' BURN THE 
PICTURES VDU'VE ALREADY PAINTED/ REPORT 
TOTfiKlN ■■■-. WOHNIN ANP FORGET THIS 





UOWW, MISTER/ RECKON [ IT'S OPEN RANGE, .' 
«U'EE WONPERIN' A9CUT N STBANSER.'' AS LQNS 
MV CABIN .'I'M A PROSPECTOSJ AS VOL! DDN'T BCThER 
I'LL NOT BE PI5TURB1N' / MV CATTLE, I'LL NOT 
VOJR CATTLE.' ,/BOTHER vOUR PROSPECT 

IN} BUT I DON'T TWNK 
YOU'LL STRIKE .MUCK > 
IN COOC CIPSE/ / 




r TWa STORM'S "^ 

6ETTIN' v. 

^ euswv/^ 


r ALL THE BETTER FOC US, ^ 

JAKH/rr'5 PERFECT WEATHEB 1 

. FOR Ri/STlWGf A 


'M ^m& Mm 






WejP 
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tATSG /N HtLLC.VEsf. .1 3EEN EIDiN' IN A 

-^J FOSSE MUNTIN' RUSTLERS. 



BOTH ENDS OF NACCOW 
VALLE 1 / WERE GUARDED 
LAST NIGHT, BUT TWENTY 
MEAD OF CATTLE STILL 
DISAPPEARED/ 1VE THOUSHT 




HERE ABE THE 
SUPPLIES YDU 
OKDERE0 YESTER- 
DAY, TEX/ WILL W3U 
BE WANTING SCWE 

WAvw pot? 'louwe 

WiLCOX? 




I'M CERTAIN TME CLIFF SlPE 
IS^Ci/^TWE ENTIRE LENSTW 
CP GOCKY RIDGE, TON7D/ BUT 
WWY SHOULD VOUWG WILCOX 
INDICATE TWERE WAS AN 
OPEN/KG? I WANT TO TAKB 
THAT PAINTING FKOM THE 
WILCOX BARN AND EXAMINE 

IT— IT -WAY SOLVE THE -HvSTEP)' 




£0OM AFTgR, //V 7J>Vg NEAB8* MO OPS. 
r TONTO, THIS IS SIGNED 1 UGW/ IT LOOK 

EfV JW WILCOX AND IN M/ 

OPINION HE'S A FINE 
ARTIST ' 




SHUCKS, IF I DON'T OPEN 
THIS BUNK-WOUSE WINDOW 
AT NieHT, NO ONE ELSE— 
WHAT IN BLASESfSOMEONES 
SNEAt'lN' INTO THE BAPN ' 




AWStfED MAW, SINCE AASON 
.WILCOX VOUCHES FOR YOLU'LL 
CACPy OUT MDUR PLAN, ~ - 
CAN'T SAV I'M CON'VIKCt 
THERE'S ANVTHIN'TC) IT 




$r*jm 





•JtS TCW7D SEES M/AT WE LONE 
OANGEP /A/7&V0S TO PO, ME AND THE 
EHE&IFF BLAZE AWAY/ AS SUPC&JLV. . . 



3K^ "v\ / 


WHAT IN BLAZES? V 
BEfJ/MP £/S/— J 

v&vr/LA'rE tmtf J ■"■■ 
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"Arfuro and Vicente Vaca— at your service, 



With their five-hundred -dollar white som- 
breros held carefully across the open fronts 
of their embroidered CHARRO jackets, the 
twin brothers bowed courteously. And from 
behind his polished desk, "Cautious" Col 
Droman, the bank's president, summed.them 
up, with a glance. 

"The Charro Twins!" he observed, with a 
faint smile. "The newspapers gave you quite 
a write-up, when the Rodeo was on, last 
week! What can I do for you, gentlemen?" 

Arturo smiled back— ihe smile of a con- 
fident young man who lias earned the respect 
■of his countrymen. 

"We wish to borrow seven thousand dol- 
lars from your bank, Senor Droman," he 
stated, "Vicente and 1 have decided to go 
into business, and raise families. At this 
moment, we are earning good money at the 
rodeos— but we have decided that the pro- 
fession of a Charro is not for a family 
man!" 

"I agree with that, Senor Vaca," Droman 
replied. "But what is this business you pro- 
pose—and what security can you offer?" 
Vicente's white teeth gleamed. 
"Goats!" he exclaimed. "Angora goats of 
the finest pedigree! They are the business 
we wish— and they are the security. Ten thou- 
sand dollars worth, senor! Arturo and I have 



saved a thousand each. . 
outfits and our horses are worth more than 
a thousand more! If you will lend us seven 
thousand— MIRA! Our dream comes true!" 

Cautious Cal Droman tapped the polished 
top of his desk, deep in thought. 

"Hmmmmmrnm!" he said at last. "I'm afraid 
we can't rush into such a matter. It is true 
that the bank COULD take the goats as se- 
curity, bul— well, gentlemen, you are not ex- 
perienced in this business. And accidents 
might happen to your flock. I shall have to 
think it over— ahem!— and let you know. . . ." 

The twins were not smiling now, Their 
lean, brown faces showed keen disappoint- 
ment. They knew that Cautious Col had taken 
a lot of words to lei! them, "No!". Quietly and 
courteously, they bowed'oul of the banker's 
office. 

In their hotel room, across the street from 
the bank, they sat brooding over their broken 
hopes, and playing absent-mindedly with the 
tools of their profession. Time and again a 
thin, sharp, throwing knife appeared in Vi- 
cente's fingers, whirled briefly in the air, and 
disappeared up his sleeve or into his cloth- 
ing. ■ In Arturo's hand a small lariat loop 
became a living thing, which made one think 
of a snake and a snake charmer. 

"What shall we tell Pepita and Lola?" Ar- 
turo asked gloomily. "Their families will allow 
them to rriarry us only if we stop being wan- 



Bring CHARROS, and settle down . . ." 

"But we cannot settle down now!" Vicente 

cried bitter!/, hurling his knife .at the door. 

J In swift succession, three more slender knives 

I ifruck so close to -it that a man's fist would 

I (over them all! As he pulled them out, Arturo, 

dt the window, exclaimed— 
I "Mira-look, Vicente! The bank president 
; out with two men! They go to the 
I three noises waiting at the hitch roil! I thought 
ik hod closed an hour ago . . ," 
"Something is wrong with Senor Droman!" 
I Vicente observed, following his brother's gaze, 
I "Me looks pale— and he walks strangely! Ar- 
I rjro! Let us get our horses and follow them!" 
I In the depths of. a desolate, dry arroyo, 
some miles out of town, the banker's com- 
panions pulled up. There were four of .them 
now-hard cases, with a wolfish took in their 
oyes, 

"Here's the place," said the hawk-nosed 
leader. "Strip this sucker, and tie him up . . 
Later we'll divvy the money he's carrying un- 
der his clothes." 

"Wh-what are you g-going to do lo me?" 
Droman managed to ask, os they laid him, 
bound, beneath the arroyo's high bank 

"Bury you!" the leader chuckled. "Moke 
ft look as if you'd looted your own vault and 
disappeared. . . . Which is what ycj did, 
fpr fear we'd shoot you. Only, YOU'RE stay- 
ing here, and your money's crossing the Bor- 
der-with US! You won't suffer! Not after in* 
dynamite that's buried in the cut bank, I 








goes off! You'll be buried ten feet deep, 
and no tracej" 

Droman could see the short fuse projecting 
from the dirt wall just above him. As the 
outlaw leader reached a lighted match toward 
it the. banker closed his eyes. . ■ . 

A wild yell from the bandit forced them 
open. A noosed rope hod gripped the man'j 
wrist and was pulling him up the cut bank. 
Ai the same moment another voice spoke 
sharp warning, and Vicente Vaca landed eat- 
tike on the arroyo's bottom. 

As the three other bandits clawed for their 
weapons, little gleams of light seemed to 
shoot from Vicente's fingers— one . . . two 
. . . three 1 A cry. and a dropped pistol for 
each of them— and an orm pWced by a thin, 
sharp, throwing knife! 

It was, all over as quickly as that! 

By the time Cal Droman and the Twins 
had ridden back to town with Iheir prisoners, 
the banker had recovered pretty well from 
his hair-raising experience. He was even able 
to joke with the sheriff, as he saw the four 
outlaws safely locked up. 

But when the sheriff suggested escorting 
him with his hundred thoujand-odd dollars of 
recovered loot to the bank. Cautious Cal shook 
his head! 

"The Vaca Brothers will go with me," he 
sold, smiling. "They have applied for a small 
loan. And from now on, as for as I am con- 
cerned, a Charro's credit will always be 
flood!" 
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.../WO ,4 td^SE CAVERN WHICH OPENS OFF FROM THE 
CLEFT! GRADUALLY THE SCENT OF SPOILING FISH PENE- 
TRATES EVERY CORNER OF THE GREAT ROCK CHAMBER... 




CRUMBLING TO HIMSELF, HE TURNS 

" SACK, ACROSS THE BIO CAVERN, 

NOW THOROUGHLY AWAKE... 




*. TO THE NARROW HOLE WHERE HE HAP 
CRAWLED W THE PREVIOUS NOVEMBER. 



'&IR 



^JlRCUHG THE ROCKY HILL, HE COMES TO THE LTTTIB 
LAKE-AMP CAREFUL* SNIFF5 THE AIR FOR TRACS 
OF THE HATEP CREATURES WHO CMREPTO BURN HJM. 




WTHOEAOtx wtience, he ^earcheg- until he 

PtNPS AN OLO 5N0W6H0E TRACK WTHAFAINT 
HUMAN SCBNT STILL CUNSItJS ID IT... 





0OLLOWIN5 A VIFFERENT SNOWSHQE TRAIL, THE 
BL ACKFEB T HAV£ NOT YET DISCOVERED THE FRESH 
TRACKS OF THE 9IANT BEAR AHEAD OP 7MGM... 




... ear the breeze, orawinq up the ravine, 

CARRIES THE WAR PART* '5 SCENT TO THE 
SRlZZLY-NOW ACTUALLY WITHIN SIGHT OF 
THE BOYS' WiCKlUP,' 




I&RLi/NS SENSE OF SMELL, MANY TIMES 
™ .KEENER THAN HB ESESISHT, TELLS 
HIM THAT MEN ARE FOLLOWING HIM.' 
WITH HIS LITTLE EYE5 GLEAMING REDLY, 
HE TURNS SACK TO MEET THEM.' 






^QUIET, TUMBLEWEED.' IBS! 1T/S^ 






THE BgflH,' BUT 


■iE HAS TURNED 
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Solve your 'ehrisi mas gift 
pioblem easily — inexpensively 

JUST FEU OUT AND MAIL 

THIS HANDY" COUPON TODAY! 



4 



Mail to: Dell Publishing Company, inc., 1 W. 33rd St, New York 1 , N. Y. 



IMPORTANT NOTE: 

end numbti'et" TEASS d'e 



II., FUKHIEt ..„ 
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ON( RUNtEft ... 
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MEKMF MELODIES 
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CHRISTMAS GIFT SUBSCRIPTION FORM 



i. ;■-■■■; i-.u..- ; (1. 00; 3 Yn. [it Itiuoi) Si. 00 



IW.il. .« Com-. <u lf 17„.l,oK. and HUAlb»r o( Y«W1 

PLEASE PftlNT ALL INFORMATION CIEAHLY 



O -y cur ▼zoN t -y 



>« SURAL SOtlU' 



■< GIFT CARD FROM 



SHEET ANp N-u.-.-.iitK an «;j!iii I l" 



-■. ■ M :.^v F..!:...v 



3 NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 



1 OR RURAl ROUIE; 



-O' y err y zo.ey 



-O -y city y zone ^r - 



a SIFI SUBSCRTPTJOH 



' ▼ CITY V ZONE y STATf 



COMIC NO. | PIEASE CMiXK I!- 

D NEW □ RENEWAL 
SUBSCRIPTION 



5T=EEi /:\:D UW4SER OB HUHAL ROU1E: 



Dept. lLh w '"™ 
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: GiveVellcMic 

GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS*' 

The perfect gift for children of all ages ... because Dell 
Comics are the comics parent* approve and children love. 9 ouf 
of 10 children buy at hast one Detl Comic every mortihi 

A Dell Comic Christmas gift subscription lasts the whole year — 
12 fun-packed Issues of any one of these famous Dell Comics 
for the lucky child of your choice. 

With eoch subscription we send o beautiful gift cord signed 
with your name, plus a membership cord in the Dell Comics 
Club. And, as a special gifl, eoch recipient will receive this 
exciting Deli Comics Club Lucky Penny Pocket Piece. There is 
nothing you can give for only $1 thai a child will love more 

Hurry) Clip the coupon on the opposite poge now! 

S=2V>jB|' . ' CWIISTMAS Witt SOON BE HEM I 
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INDIAN PIPES 



COPYRIGHT. !9B, BY 
WESTERR PRINTING tlUTHO. CO, 



To the Indian, pipe smoking was o religious rite. !t meant direct contact with his spirit world. Soma 
Indian tribes mention smoke in their own longuage as "cloud breath." The gods dwelt in the 
clouds, so a prayer sanctified by smoke was certain to contact the right spirits. 

Tobacco among the Indians is not the leaf or plant that is smoked— but the pipe itself. The 
word "tobacco" comes from the Carib Indians, and means "the pipe" in their language. 



The bawl of the eartiest form of peace 

pipe was nothing more than a hollowed 
groove mode on the bone of a deer. 
The stem was made by digging out the 
marrow. The French caHed this pipe the 
"calumet," meaning reed. 

The stone bowl pipe gradually replaced 
the reed type. It had a curved bowl 
resembling the later models of Dutch 
clay pipes. In time, the bone stem was 
changed to one of wood, 



With the discovery of soapstone by the 
Eastern Indians the design of the pipe 
was changed again, the Plains tribes 
using black soapstone and the Eastern 
tribes using the red variety. The bowl 
was L-shaped, at first. 



Catlinite, the sacred red pipe stone, is 
the most famous source of peace pipes 
today. It is quarried in only one place 
in the world— Pipestone, Minnesota, and 
its use by the Indians alone is protected 
by the Government. No white man may 
quarry if and any Indian in the U. S. ii 
allowed to have any amount he wants. 
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DAISY MANUFACTURING COMPANY • DEPT. 23M, PLYMOUTH, 
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SPARK UP! 

fake, out that ,, 
pass defender! 

JT* TOM FEARS _J 






I FOUND AN 
END HAD TO 
SHAKE OFF DEFEND- 
ERS TO CATCH PASSES. 
TOM FEARS SHOWED 
ME HOW." 



KEEP IN SHAPE. THAT MEANS 
LOTS Of REST, PRACTICE AND 
MOD FOOD. FOR BREAKFAST I 
RECOMMEND WHEATIES- 
REAL ENERGY FOOD / 





There's a whole kernel of Wheat in 
every Wheaties flake! 

/mill WHEAT FOR GROWTH 
/ WHOLE WHEAT FOR ENERGY 
/ WHOLE WHEAT FOR STAMINA 




SPARK OP 



WITH 



WHEATIES! 



